THE   LANDS   OF  THE   NORTH              .
machine-tractor station, serving seventy collective farms, a
flour-mill, and a butter factory. It is the administrative centre
for a district in which agriculture is expanding rapidly as a
result of the successes achieved in the cultivation of northern
wheat and high-yielding varieties of flax. Timber, however,
still provides the chief basis for industry. The logs are floated
down the Vichegda river and North Dvina to saw-mills at
Kotlass and Archangel.
About eight miles" south of Solvichegodsk construction is
in progress on a large paper-cellulose works at what is now
the village of Koryazhma. Important deposits of bog-iron
and salt beds of great thickness have been discovered, and
may provide the basis for considerable industrial expansion
in the future.
Population
As we have mentioned above, the greater part of the popu-
lation of the northern region is situated in the Archangel
district and in the south-west. Everywhere there is a con-
centration in the valleys, with large uninhabited spaces
between them. The western portion of the region contains
95 per cent, of the total population.
Nentsi     .         .          .         17,000 (estimated).
Komi A.S.S.R.         .       318,969 (urban, 29,163; rural, 289,806).
Archangel District    .     1,199,178 (urban, 435,290; rural, 763,888)
(Archangel, 281,091).
Vologda District       .     1,662,258 (urban, 284,981; rural, 1,377,277).
The population of the remainder of the northern region is
probably not more than one and a half million. Of the total
population of the region 90 per cent, is Russian and 8 per
cent. Komi.
NORTHERN SIBERIA
East of the Urals the climate rapidly becomes more severe
and continental. Rivers remain frozen for as long as seven
months of the year, and large areas of the subsoil remain
permanently frozen. The navigation of the Arctic becomes